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Mallory and Odell were at Camp III; Irvine
and Hazard at Camp II, en route for Camp III;
Noel and Geoffrey Bruce at Camp I, en route
for Camp II; and Kingston and Beetham at
the Base Camp. Weather conditions appeared
to be much more favourable. There was a cer-
tain amount of cloud about the mountain, but,
on the whole, the days had been bright and
sunny.
The North Col, the principal obstacle on the
way to the summit, had now to be tackled and
a safe way made to Camp IV. Being composed
wholly of ice, more or less covered with snow,
its cracks and rents and crevasses varied with
each year and had to be investigated anew on
each Expedition. And after the loss of seven
porters in the avalanche in 1922 the North Col
had to be approached with becoming caution
this time. Moreover, it was not a matter of a
few skilled climbers ascending it: a way had to
be found by which laden porters could go up and
down in confidence. The Sherpa porters were
good fellows but not practised mountaineers.
With good hard snow where nails can grip, with
steps cut clean and clear by a climber on any ice
slope, with a handrail here and there at danger
points, and with the assurance that at the end
of the day they will find good food and a warm
bed, they will, says Mallory, go up and down
steep tracks without a qualm, happy, confident
and safe. But the fewest inches of snow enor-